EQ-555 Certification Checklist
	
	VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WATER QUALITY PERMITS AND NATURAL RESOURCE 
DUE DILIGENCE CERTIFICATION/CHECKLIST FOR LOCALLY ADMINISTERED PROJECTS 

	FORM EQ-555
(Revised 02/24/15)

	
	UPC: ________________________________


	
	Project: _______________________________

	APPLICABILITY: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This checklist is designed to assist the LPA in compiling appropriate water quality/natural resource documentation for transportation projects.   The LPA shall acquire all required water quality permits and natural resources clearances and reflect any commitments in the project construction documents.  The supporting documentation must be submitted to VDOT prior to project certification for advertisement/construction.      


	
Water Quality Permits:
The LPA is responsible for obtaining all necessary water quality permits for this project prior to advertisement.

Water Quality Permit(s) Requirements for the project are listed below: 

	Permitting Agency
	Permit Required
Yes/No
	Permit Type
	Permit Number
	Issued Date
	Expiration Date

	Corps of Engineers
	
	
	
	
	

	Department of Environmental Quality
	
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Marine Resource Commission
	
	
	
	
	

	Tennessee Valley Authority
	
	
	
	
	



Attach Copy of all Permits Acquired for the project.



Compensatory Mitigation 
The LPA is responsible for providing the water quality permit required compensatory mitigation for this project.

Is compensatory mitigation required for the unavoidable wetland and stream impacts?  Yes |_|     No |_|
If Yes, Compete below chart and select appropriate compensatory mitigation type

	Compensation Type
	Cowardin Classification
	Impact HUC
	Impact Size
	Compensation HUC
	Compensation Required

	Wetlands
	
	
	
	
	

	Streams
	
	
	
	
	



|_|  Mitigation Bank: 
1. Insert Name of Locality and the applicable State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the use and disturbance of waters of the United States including areas known as wetlands and stream have agreed that compensatory mitigation requirements may be satisfied by the purchase from Insert Name of Bank of Insert Number Credits, as provided in this Agreement and in accordance with the Mitigation Banking Instrument, subject to case-by-case approval through the permitting process. 

2. Insert Name of Mitigation bank consists of Insert Number wetlands acres and Insert Number  linear feet of streams, more or less, located in Insert County, Virginia.  The Bank’s Mitigation Banking Instrument was approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (“Corps”) on Insert Date.  The Bank is authorized to sell mitigation credits to compensate for unavoidable impacts to waters of the United States caused by projects approved pursuant to permits or authorizations granted by the Corps (“Credits”).  Operation, management and maintenance of the Bank is subject to the requirements of the Mitigation Banking Instrument, to the statutes, regulations and policies cited therein and to the requirements of all Federal and State permits as applicable. 

|_|  Trust Fund Payment
1. Name of Locality and the applicable State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the use and disturbance of waters of the United States including areas known as wetlands and stream have agreed that compensatory mitigation requirements may be satisfied by the payment of $Insert Dollar amount to the Trust Fund for the disturbance of Insert Number acres of wetlands and Insert Number linear feet of streams. 

|_| Compensation Project: 
1. The LPA and the applicable State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the use and disturbance of waters of the United States including areas known as wetlands and stream have agreed that compensatory mitigation requirements may be satisfied by the implementation of a compensation project for the disturbance of Insert Number acres of wetlands and Insert Number linear feet of streams.
2. Compensation Project Types: (Check Appropriate)
|_|   Establishment/Creation: The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics present to develop a wetland on an upland or deepwater site, where a wetland did not previously exist. Establishment results in a gain in wetland acres.
|_|   Restoration: The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of a site with the goal of returning natural or historic functions to a former or degraded wetland or stream.
|_|   Enhancement: The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of a wetland and or stream (undisturbed or degraded) to heighten, intensify, or improve specific function(s) or to change the growth stage or composition of the vegetation present. Enhancement is undertaken for specified purposes such as water quality improvement, flood water retention, or wildlife habitat. Enhancement results in a change in wetland function(s) and can lead to a decline in other wetland functions, but do not result in a gain in wetland acres. 
|_|   Protection/Maintenance (Preservation): The removal of a threat to, or preventing the decline of, wetland and/or stream conditions by an action in or near a wetland or stream. This term includes the purchase of land or easements, repairing water control structures or fences, or structural protection such as repairing a barrier island. This term also includes activities commonly associated with the term preservation. Preservation does not result in a gain of wetland acres and will be used only in exceptional circumstances.
3. Compensation Project consists of Insert Number wetlands acres and Insert Number linear feet of streams, located in Insert County, Virginia.
4. The LPA is responsible for accomplishing, maintaining, and monitoring the compensation project and for providing long-term management and financial assurances set aside for remedial measures to ensure mitigation success. This includes identifying the party that will provide for long-term management and protection of the compensation project.


	
Threatened and Endangered Species
The LPA is responsible for obtaining all necessary regulatory clearances for this project prior to advertisement.
This section must be completed to document threatened or endangered species review for all activities. 
The LPA has reviewed the project and appropriate data sources and have made one of the following determinations with respect to this project:  (Check Appropriate)

 |_|	Based upon a review of the DGIF data and DCR Natural Heritage Conservation Site Maps for the project area, no Threatened or Endangered species collections/records are within a 2-mile search distance for the project.  A copy of this determination has been provided to VDOT.
	
|_|  Based upon a review of the DGIF data and DCR Natural Heritage Conservation Site Maps for the project area, Threatened or Endangered species collections/records are within the required 2-mile search distance for the project. (Check Appropriate)

	[bookmark: Check41]|_|	  Insert Name                 has conducted a site evaluation within the area of effect for the project.  A copy of the assessment has been provided to DGIF, DNH, and FWS on    Insert Date.  The agency comments (check appropriate) |_| were received within 30 days or |_| were not received within 30 days.  Comments received from the agencies are addressed in the project plans and contract documents.  This documentation has been provided to VDOT.

Indicate results of Site Evaluation:
[bookmark: Check39]|_|  No Habitat identified  
[bookmark: Check40]|_|  Habitat identified


	|_|	Habitat identified and a species survey was requested by   Insert Agency   , performed by    insert name   , and coordination conducted on    Insert Date        with DGIF, DNH, and FWS. The agency comments were received and addressed. This documentation has been provided to VDOT.


	|_|	Section 7 Consultation for a species in the project area was required by   Insert Name of Federal Agency.  The Biological Opinion prepared by Fish and Wildlife Service was received on   Insert Date   and the requirements of the Biological Opinion have been incorporated into the project design and contract construction documents.  A copy of the Biological Opinion has been provided to VDOT.

	

	        T&E Species:  (List all species for which this form applies.)                                                            .








	I hereby certify that:

(1) The information contained in this document is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.
(2) Where actual or potential impacts to wetlands, streams, and/or endangered species have been identified, appropriate actions have been taken (or will be taken) by the LPA to address these issues in terms of avoidance, minimization or compensation.  Where such actions are required to be taken during construction, appropriate contract provisions have been/will be developed to incorporate those costs as pay items in the contract.
(3) Estimated costs for project construction inspections and post-construction monitoring and remediation for the compensatory mitigation have been/will be taken into consideration.
(4) The project will be inspected in accordance with state and federal requirements.
(5) The construction contractor will be made aware of any environmental issues that may be encountered during construction and will be provided access to any study results to assist the Contractor in developing and implementing the project in accordance with the regulatory permits and clearances. 

        Attach additional pages as necessary.

        Certification provided on behalf of ________[Locality]________ by:



        ______________________________________________          Date: ____________
        County Administrator/City Manager/Zoning Administrator

        ______________________________________________
        Title
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